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arves His Career in R. L.

From Ttaly Came Amelio Bérnard@ with Inherited W.S‘kiﬂ as
a StomesCutter and He Rose to Top Rung of His Calling -

FOUH generations of stone cutlers |

preceded the arrlval of Amello

into the Bernardo family at Colll
Alvolturno, Italy, a small village hid-
ing in the mountainous hills half a
hundred mlles enst of Naples. So when
Amello, upon completing grammar
&chool, turned to the trade of his father,
Vincenzo, and to that of his grand-
father, and pgreat-grandfather and
great-great-prandfather, 1o one was gur-
prised.

Buft when Amello, 24 years old, married
and with a bey of three to Inherlt his
business, declded to glve up everything
and come to America, there was em-
phatic shaking of heads all through
Colli Alvolturno.

“No Work In America!”

“Where will you get business there?”
bis frlends demganded. "The Americans
do not llve in stone houses, the barba-
rians. They live in temporary shacks,
houses they call them, of wood. Besldes,
who will know Amelio Bernardo? Who
will know that the Bernardos have been
stone cutters since -medieval times?
When your wife and baby cry for-food
you will be sorry you left th: business

- ot your forefathers in Colll -Alvoturnol”

‘But Amelio Bernardo was determined.
He hed heard miany men tell of the
money to be made in America. S0 he
left the business to his fathes and-his
brother, Serafino, and embarked for -
America.

He care to Providence in 1868 ahd
got work in- a quarry at North Provi-
dence. He might have found a place to
live ‘stmewhere near the quarry. But
he wished to be with his people. Bo he
lived on Hassen street. The trolleys then
ran only as far as the Branch avenue
car barns, about a :atle from his house.

Amelio had no nickels to spare, He
would have to walk four miles from the
. quarry adyway, after leaving the trol-
ley. Bo what was & mile more? He was
young. And he walked,

He found the stone at the'.quarry far
harder than the stone he had been work-
ing on in Ttaly, ‘But the pay! A good
stone cutter wes paid $2.25 a day! ’

Before Amelio had been thére many
days he found that he could do much
more work thdn was expected of him.
Bo, after some argument, he persuaded
his boss it would be a good thing to
put him on piece work.

Worked While Others Rested

He worked 10 to 12 hours a day. While
his comrades were stretched out in the
sun, still eating their bread and toma-
toes, Amello was back at work. And .
when the day was over he trudged the
five miles back home. .

“You kill yourself, Then what' good |’
your money do you? What your family
do then, huh?” Amelio's friends at fhe
quarry demanded. . .

But each month when he found that
his pay envelope contained $100 to $115,
while those of the "‘day workers”" con-
tained only $60 to $65, he felt encour-
aged to go along. -

Then came bad days 1n,1900. Work
Wwag scarce. The quarry was closed. The
only work Amello could find was wood
chopping, and not much of that, Fre-
quently he and the boys had to go out
Picking huckleberries. The income from
the sale of the berries was Irequently all
that.was coming in.

Predictlons Z\'eale_\' Came Trée

During these days he frequently -
thought of what Ris frlends back in
Italy had told him; of thelr prediction *
‘that he might find hunger and distress,
and not success, here in America, -So,
while occasionally he had to take some-
thing from the sevings account he had
been building, he redoubled his efforts
to find work of any kind, at any pay-
ment, to keep from taking too much.

No matter how bad times might be
then, he thought, they might become
‘worse and he was determined he would
not go back to Italy a failure.

Then the bad E,imes passed, as they
always do, and Ne found work agaln,
Once more he began to add to the sav- -
ings. socount. And all the time he was

. lboklng around for a chance to go.into -

business for himself, - - ;
Final determixation to risk his capl-
tal In getting into business of his own, . -
he explalns, came when he learned that
& talldr was running a stone cutting
business, “ . e
“If & tallor can run & stone business
—even if he doesn't make much—I, who .
have always been M this work, and my " °

. Tather before me, ought to be-able to do
. something,” he told hlmself. -

Buy.~z| Sharé In Busliness
He ledrned that John Tiangolo, one

of three brothers conducting a stome. - |

cutting business on upper Kinsley. ave-

nue, was anxious to sell out. Although * °

a third Interest could be purchased for
31100, the man insisted upon spot cash.
Amello had this much, s0 he became
one of three partners in the Providence
Granite Company. - I

It wasn't much of a business, But it
Wwas a'business. The equipment ‘con-
slsted of o single hand, derrick, a small
plot. of ground end a few small, old
bulldings; together with a very small
stock of granite. . .

Every year new equipment was add-
ed and before many years had S

. Mr. Bernardo had bought out the other

two. brothers, Carl and Andrev Trian-
golo. He had.also sold the original sile
‘and moved farther down Kinsley ave-
nue to a larger place beside a tallroad
spur—his present location, between and
in back of the munlcipal -jncinerator
and the big garage of the New England -
Transportation Company,

His first 'job, after he had acquired
the business, was in cutting 1he gran-
ite for the Pawtucket fire rtation on
North Main street, Then Le got con-
siderable work supplying granitz curb-
Ing for Providence, Pawtucket and Cen-
tral Falls, .. -

He began to extend his Hperetions in

1910 when he ‘obtained a contréct- to
supply the granite for the Park -ave--
nue visductln New York .city.
Granlte for Col: Greene's Honse .
One of his biggest-jobs was obtained
15 years ago ‘when he obtained a con-
‘tract ampunting to around $135,000° for

+ 8supplying the granife with which' Col.

Ydward H. R. Greene's blg house ‘at
“.South Dartmouth, Mass., was built. . The
same work' today, Mr. Bernardo, de-
" clared, would cost twice as xmuch, This
.contrack; rated according to {ts original
. Bmount, is one. of the largest Mr, Ber-’
nerdo has.obtained and, rated accord-
" Ing to the value.of the-same work.to-
day; would be the largest he has ob«
, teined. N .
In recent years he Has cut and sup-

Amelio Bernardo with his twio sons, Anthbny and Eugene

- plied the granite for many pig-bulld--.

+ Ings-throughout the forth, eastern and

. middle.western parts of the country.,

_He has supplled granitesgor bulldings

' - a5.far-south as ‘West ¥Vitginia and as

far west as Missourl. ‘A contrach to'sup-

.Ply the granite for one of the big army
school bulldings at West Polnt kept him
busy for~swo years, . - . L

A .
In"recent years® Mr. ‘Bernardo has

turned his attention more and more ta_

* preparing the huge capitols which sur-
miount columns on buildings., The ‘ge-
. 8lgns for these ‘caplitols, of course, sre
- drawn by the architeets, --And that they
may sge- the completed wori, plaster

molds are made at'the plpces wheré the: .

-archltects are in businesk, These molds .
are sent to Providence and the capitols
carved here. -

Makes Big Capltols

These capitols are carved out of blecks~
of granite weighing from' three to 10
tons. " At present Mr. Bernanio has a
dozen completed pieces each welghing
around three tons. Before the carv-

" ing ‘was started the
. more than four tons. .

hlocks welghsd -

Like many other manufaclurcrs, Mr.
Bernardo works " under & handicap fn
Providence in_ confeacting for heavwy.
work, The caﬁ'acitynf the biggest crane
at the Rrovidence municipal whart,

" where his stone s dellvered in yessels,

and where {t 1s sént out; is 10 tors. Fre
quently-he had had to'turn away con-.
trects, bzesuse the stone .would . have
Bbeen heavier than local facllities would:
care for.” . T~ T T
- One of the most, interesting pleces-of
equipment at the, Kinsley avenue plant
is the huge gang saw with which blacks
of granite are cut. As many as 15 slabs
of granfte can be produced f.rom.onq
block'at one time. G
", The saw Wil take a-block of granite:
14 fect long and six feet syiare, welghs
ing 42 tons—or 32 tond. héavier than
the municipal whart facilities will per-
mit him to recelve,. - .-
The.blades of the gang saw are more
than 16 feet long, 14 inches hlgh and
helf an inch thick. The teeth are elght~
inch squares burned in ‘with ‘an ace-
tylene torch. - .
These blades are dragged across -the
granite under ‘pressure. A However,- the

. .steel blades are not-relied upon to do

all the ‘cutting: Chilled steel shot and
water aré comstantly poured cver the

* glanite.. THe steel shot, getting between

the blades and the stone, assist th th§
cutting operation. L C
A granite blouk &ix feet deep cad be

" cut through in about twelye hours.

The plsnt employs from .26 to 'BO
men, ebout 35 now belng engaged there.
The business, Mr. Bernardo ssid.
-amoufhits to around $200,000-a yesar.

- Two ©of Mr. Bernardo's sons, Eugene
and Anthony, are now nassociated with

- him "{n the business.




